| ~~ THe “FINE LINES”
i\ OF GRAPHING

TYPES OF GRAPHS:
LINE GRAPH — SHOWS CHANGE OVER TIME (RATE)
PIE CHART — SHOWS PERCENTAGE OF A WHOLE
BAR GRAPH — SHOWS UNCHANGING QUANTITIES

1. ALL GRAPHS NEED A TITLE — THE TITLE “GRAPH” WILL NOT DO. IT SHOULD
EXPLAIN WHAT THE GRAPH REPRESENTS

2. WHERE DO VARIABLES GO? REMEMBER: DRY-MIX: PLOT THE DEPENDENT,
RESPONDING VARIABLE ON THE Y-AXIS AND THE MANIPULATED,
INDEPENDENT VARIABLE ON THE X-AXIS.

3. BOTH THE X- AND Y-AXIS MUST BE LABELED WITH A DESCRIPTOR AND
APPROPRIATE SCALES MUST BE USED. FOR EXAMPLE, DON'T MEASURE THE
HEIGHT OF PEOPLE IN MILES! ALL UNITS WILL BE GIVEN A METRIC
ABBREVIATION WHENEVER POSSIBLE.

4. ALL VALUES (NUMBERS) IN THE GRAPH SHOULD BE LISTED IN A TABLE NEAR
THE GRAPH, OR ON A SEPARATE PIECE OF PAPER STAPLED TO THE GRAPH
(OR IN THE DATA SECTION OF THE LAB).

5. USE A RULER WHEN DRAWING THE AXES AND THE BEST-FIT LINE ON A LINE
GRAPH

6. ON A LINE GRAPH ALL DATA POINTS SHOULD BE PLOTTED WITH A DOT. (*).
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