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To my Academic Chemistry Students,


Welcome to Chemistry, the science concerned with the study of matter.  This is one of the most interesting subjects you will ever come across and (in my not so humble opinion) is the penultimate high school class.  As is the case with most things in life, what you get out of the course will depend on what you put into the course.  Chemistry can be exciting and enlightening or it can confuse and frustrate you.  It all depends on the effort you are willing to put into your studies.  If you keep an open mind, and do the work, a course in Chemistry will change the way you view the world.

I demand civility in my classroom.  I guarantee I will treat you with respect.  I expect the same in return.  Civility includes but is not limited to politeness, lack of vulgar language, keeping your word and promptness.  Civility will not only extend between you and me but also between you and your classmates.

I hold myself accountable for my actions; I expect the same from you.

I am not perfect.  Just as I will point out your mistakes, I expect you to politely point out my mistakes.  I will not be embarrassed by an appropriate correction.

The motto of Room 613 is Ego tractare meus optimus (Latin for I did my best).  You should expect that I will give 100% each and every day.  I will expect the same from you.

I am looking forward to a very enjoyable, exciting year working with you.

Sincerely,

Dr. Elliot Kaplan

AN INFORMAL INTRODUCTION TO CHEMISTRY
Sometime in the past several years you may have taken a learning styles inventory assessment and thus you may be familiar with the terms mastery, understanding, interpersonal etc.  Chemistry is an understanding based course.  Though memorization will be one of the tools we will use this year, you will not be able to memorize your way through all the information.  Many of the most important concepts will come in the first few weeks of the class.  Good study habits are essential from the very beginning or you will risk falling behind.  Unfortunately, some students who start off slow wind up becoming frustrated early on.  They fail to develop the natural love for the subject that comes to those who work at it.  Here are some tips to assist you in getting the most out of this wonderful course:

Do read the textbook faithfully.  Don’t try to get through the course by just listening to class lectures.  My lectures (though entertaining and informative) are symbiotic with the book and the labs.  I will assume you will come to class having read the book thus having the background knowledge required to follow the lesson.  If you have not read the text you will not be able to ask clarifying questions.

Ask questions.  Questions need to be asked to clarify the material being presented.  The questions you ask help me identify whether or not the lessons are clear enough.  There is no shame in admitting that you are not sure about a subject that is new to you.

Get help early and often.  As soon as you notice you are not following along in class ask me or a classmate for help.  Additionally there are many internet resources.  I usually am in school by 6:00am and usually stay until 3:00 – 3:30pm.  I am usually available during my prep time and my lunch time.  If these times do not work for you then we can work out mutually convenient time to review the material.

Do your homework.  Remember the actually goal of homework is to master a topic or skill and to learn your weaknesses.  If you copy the homework or don’t do the homework you will not master the concepts of that lesson.

Study in groups.  Chemistry is much harder when you try to learn it in isolation.  Form study groups as soon as possible.  Talking to other people about Chemistry will help you avoid the frustration of thinking you are the only one having problems.  You will also be more likely to ask questions when you see that an idea may not be clear to others as well.

Take advantage of the labs.  Many of the lab activities will seem exciting.  Chemical reactions can be violent and cause a slight adrenaline rush.  However, if you do not understand the concepts behind the lab, then the lab becomes nothing more than a “potions” class.  Used appropriately, labs can reinforce the concepts being taught in class.

CLASS EXPECTATIONS
1.
GENERAL CLASS RULES
a.
Eating, drinking and gum chewing are not allowed in a chemistry classroom/lab setting.  This is an absolute rule (and actually a federal regulation).  

b.
The school policy regarding cell phones will be in effect in Room 613.  Any and all student cell phones found in Room 613 will be brought to the vice principal’s office.  Cell phones may not be used as stopwatches, calculators, clocks etc.
c.
All hats (unless you have a religious or medical dispensation) are to be removed when you enter Room 613.

d.
You must be in your assigned seat when the bell rings.  Attendance will be taken based on the seating assignment.  Thus, if you are in the wrong seat or not in your seat when the bell rings you will be charged with either an unexcused absence or an unexcused tardy.
e.
It is expected that you will bring your textbook, notebook, calculator, writing implement, lab reports, homework etc with you to class.  You will not be allowed out of the class to get forgotten materials.
f.
Please use the restroom before or after class.  If there are repeated trips to the restroom I will contact the nurse and your parents to ensure there is not a medical condition causing this problem.

g.
All assignments, (i.e. tests, labs, quizzes, homework etc) are always to be placed in the clear plastic tray on the front laboratory bench.  Never hand an assignment to me. Never place an assignment in my mail box or on my desk.
h.
It is ill mannered to interrupt the class by unnecessary movements so please try to procure all materials, sharpen pencils, and obtain tissues, etc. prior to the start of class.

i.
My students and I enjoy a relatively clean classroom.  Report any writing on tables to me. Throw any garbage in the waste basket. The lab sinks are NOT waste baskets.

j.
Sometimes class time is given to work on problems or to do team work.  This is not social time.  This is time for assisted help and collaboration.  Socializing will result in the loss of collaborative work privileges.

k. The class period is terminated by me, not by the bell.  Placing material into your packs, standing to leave or leaving while I am talking is just plain rude and will not be tolerated.
2. 
FIRE DRILLS

a. 
During a fire drill, follow the plan on the fire drill route.  

b. 
When outside, the class MUST stay together and find me so I can take attendance.  This is a safety issue.  If I cannot account for all the students in the class should there be a real fire people’s lives will be put at risk as they attempt to find you in the school.  Failure to find me will count as an unexcused absence.
3.
UNEXCUSED ABSENSES. (aka skipping or cutting class)

a.
When you skip class you are making a choice.  You are stating that the day’s work is not important to you.  This indicates that you are willing to take a zero for all work due that day or any graded work done that day.  You will not be allowed to pass in work due, take any quizzes or exams given, or make up any labs that occur due to an unexcused absence.
4.
OFFICE HOURS AND HELP
a. 
I will be available in Room 613 most afternoons after school.  If an after school time is not convenient I will happy to meet with you at the school at a mutually convenient time.  You may reach me in person or via email (ekaplan@mrsd.org).  Please do not try to make arrangements by phone.
GRADING POLICIES
(I do not give out grades; you will get the grade you earn.)
1.
GRADES

a.
Grades will be based on a mixture of exams, labs and the occasional quiz.  Exams are worth 100 points, labs will be worth either 25 or 50 points (depending on the format) and quizzes will be worth 25 or 50 points.
b.
Optional extra-credit assignments may be available during the year.  This is extra credit and does not take the place of mandatory credit.  In order to be eligible for the extra credit you must have completed all exams/labs/quizzes.
c.
Assignments given before an absence are due the day you return – you will not be reminded.

d.
 Exams and quizzes missed due to an excused absence must be made up upon your return. The number of days you have to make up the exam will be equal to the number of days you were absent.  The makeup exam may not be the exam given to the class.  Please contact me to arrange a mutually convenient time to complete the makeup work.
e.
Late work will be accepted but there will be a penalty leveled. (On the other hand some points are better than no points.)
f.
Please check on Powerschool to determine if you are missing any work and to check your grade in a timely fashion.
2.
LAB REPORTS
a. There will be two types of lab reports


1.
Pre printed report forms [aka fill in the blank] (worth 25 points)



2.
Formal lab report (worth 50 points)

b. 
Please be sure your lab partner’s name is on your report
c. 
Fill in the blank labs may be submitted either typed or hand written.  If not typed all information must be legibly printed (no cursive writing) in either blue or black ink.  Formal lab reports must be submitted typed in the appropriate format.

d. 
Stapled reports are due at the BEGINNING of the assigned date when you enter the classroom.  Please place the report in the orange tray.
f. 
If you are absent on lab day, the report is due at the beginning of class the day you return.  The lab must be marked ABSENT - NOT LATE or you will be penalized for a late report.  If you are in school, but have an excused absence from class it is your responsibility to hand in your lab report the day it is due to avoid a late penalty.  Remember your classmates can pass in the report.  

g. 
Do not put partner’s name on the lab report if they were absent.
h. 
If the class does not meet for any reason, the report will be submitted the next school day.
i. 
If you miss a lab, you will have to make arrangements to make the lab up within three school days.  You may not have your name attached to your partner’s lab; you may not use your partner’s data.  I must be present in the lab during your make up time.  
j.
Lab partners may share data but all other work should be written up separately.  (In other words you may not type up one lab and print it out twice with different author names).  Identical labs are considered to have been plagiarized and the plagiarism rules (see below) will be enforced.

k.
You will be graded on grammar, spelling, punctuation etc on all labs.
3.
PLAGIARISM
a. 
Plagiarism is the act of taking the writings or works of another person and passing them off as one's own.  This includes copying papers, data, answers on tests etc.

b. 
Students caught plagiarizing will receive a zero for the assignment, forfeit all extra-credit points for the marking period and referred to administration for any further action.
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