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To my AP Chemistry Students,

Welcome back to Room 613 for (what in my not so humble opinion) is the ultimate high school class, AP Chemistry.  I am really looking forward to working with you again this year.  Before reviewing the rules, I would like to review my general expectations:

I continue to demand civility in my classroom.  I guarantee I will continue to treat you with respect.  I expect the same in return.  As a reminder, civility includes but is not limited to politeness, lack of vulgar language, keeping your word and promptness.  Civility will not only extend between you and me but also between you and your classmates.

I hold myself accountable for my actions; I expect the same from you.

I am not perfect.  Just as I will point out your mistakes (as you well know), I still expect you to politely point out my mistakes.  I believe I have shown I will not be embarrassed by an appropriate correction.

Do not forget the motto of room 613 is Ego tractare meus optimus (Latin for I did my best).  I will give 100% each and every day.  I will expect the same from you.

The College Board expects students in AP Chemistry to have 5 – 10 hours of work each week outside the classroom.  I expect you to do all the necessary work to maximize your grade on the AP exam

I expect you to take the AP Chemistry Exam on Monday, May 6, 2013 (the very first AP exam of the year so you won’t be tired from all the other exams).
Here is to an enjoyable and fun year.

Dr. Kaplan

1.
GENERAL CLASS RULES
a.
Eating, drinking and gum chewing are not allowed in a chemistry classroom/lab setting.  This is an absolute rule (and actually a federal regulation).  

b.
The school policy regarding cell phones will be in effect in Room 613.  Any and all student cell phones found in Room 613 will be brought to the vice principal’s office.  Cell phones may not be used as stopwatches, calculators, clocks etc.

c.
All hats (unless you have a religious or medical dispensation) are to be removed when you enter Room 613.

d.
You must be in your assigned seat when the bell rings.  Attendance will be taken based on the seating assignment.  Thus, if you are in the wrong seat or not in your seat when the bell rings you will be charged with either an unexcused absence or an unexcused tardy.

e.
It is expected that you will bring your textbook, notebook, calculator, writing implement, lab reports, homework etc with you to class.  You will not be allowed out of the class to get forgotten materials.

f.
Please use the restroom before or after class.  If there are repeated trips to the restroom I will contact the nurse and your parents to ensure there is not a medical condition causing this problem.

g.
All assignments, (i.e. tests, labs, quizzes, homework etc) are always to be placed in the clear plastic tray on the front laboratory bench.  Never hand an assignment to me. Never place an assignment in my mail box or on my desk.

h.
It is ill mannered to interrupt the class by unnecessary movements so please try to procure all materials, sharpen pencils, and obtain tissues, etc. prior to the start of class.

i.
My students and I enjoy a relatively clean classroom.  Report any writing on tables to me. Throw any garbage in the waste basket. The lab sinks are NOT waste baskets.

j.
Sometimes class time is given to work on problems or to do team work.  This is not social time.  This is time for assisted help and collaboration.  Socializing will result in the loss of collaborative work privileges.

k. The class period is terminated by me, not by the bell.  Placing material into your packs, standing to leave or leaving while I am talking is just plain rude and will not be tolerated.
2. 
FIRE DRILLS

a. 
During a fire drill, follow the plan on the fire drill route.  

b. 
When outside, the class MUST stay together and find me so I can take attendance.  This is a safety issue.  If I cannot account for all the students in the class should there be a real fire people’s lives will be put at risk as they attempt to find you in the school.  Failure to find me will count as an unexcused absence.
3.
UNEXCUSED ABSENSES. (aka skipping or cutting class)

a.
When you skip class you are making a choice.  You are stating that the day’s work is not important to you.  This indicates that you are willing to take a zero for all work due that day or any graded work done that day.  You will not be allowed to pass in work due, take any quizzes or exams given, or make up any labs that occur due to an unexcused absence.

4.
OFFICE HOURS AND HELP

a. 
I will be available in Room 613 most afternoons after school.  If an after school time is not convenient I will happy to meet with you at the school at a mutually convenient time.  You may reach me in person or via email (ekaplan@mrsd.org).  Please do not try to make arrangements by phone.

GRADING

1. GENERAL COMMENTS

Because of the nature of the AP exam, I will not be using a straight average scale for grades.  As I will be attempting to mimic the exam as much as possible the grading system is currently set up to reflect the AP exam.
The grade will be based on quizzes, labs and exams.  Full blown exams will be given at the end of a section and any material covered in the course from August 30 to the day of the exam is fair game.  The exams will usually take one period (and there is no extra time allowed) and will be designed to be “too long” for most students.  Most, if not all exam questions will be taken from old AP Chemistry tests.  Quizzes will be given much more frequently and may or may not be forewarned.  Labs will also be included in the grade.  There is also a small contribution from teacher’s prerogative.  There will be a mid term exam.
2. LAB REPORTS

a.
Lab report formats will vary with the lab.  You will be given instructions with the laboratory handout as the form of the report for that lab.

b.
Stapled reports are due at the BEGINNING of the cited date when you enter the classroom.  Please place the report in the appropriate receptacle.  You will have ample time to type up, organize, and staple your lab report.

c.
Reports submitted after initial collection at the beginning of class will be penalized 10% per day.

d.
If you absent on lab day, your report is due at the beginning of class the day you return.  The lab must be marked ABSENT - NOT LATE or you will be assessed the 10%/day penalty.  If you are in school, but absent from my class for a legitimate reason, it is your responsibility to find me and hand in your lab report the day it is due to avoid the 10% penalty.  A classmate can pass the report in for you.  (Please see Section 1h regarding appropriate ways to hand in assignments)

e. 
If the class does not meet for any reason, the report will be submitted the next school day.
f.
If you miss a lab, you will have to make arrangements to make the lab up within three school days.  Unless specifically given permission, you may not use your partner’s data.  I must be present in the lab during your make up time.  The report is due on the date assigned to the rest of the class.

3. PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING

a.
Plagiarism is the act of taking the writings or works of another person and passing them off as one's own.  This includes copying papers, data, answers on tests etc.  PLAGIARISM WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN ANY WAY, SHAPE OR FORM.
b.
CHEATING OF ANY MANNER WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.

c.
Students caught plagiarizing or cheating will receive a zero for the assignment, will be referred to Mr. Stewart’s office and will have their parents contacted.


